
 

 

Dorridge Primary School Parent Council 

Wednesday 30th November  2016 9:00 a.m. 
 

Present: 
Mrs Ashe, HT, Mrs Mansfield  

Ms McCandlish ,Mrs Edelsten , Mrs Pink , Mrs Dowding , Mrs Meadows, Mrs Roache, Mrs Nye, Mrs Halliday, 

Mrs Bowley, Mr Barker, Mrs Woodruff , Mrs Smith, Mrs Perkins, Mrs Shingleton 

 

Apologies: 

Mrs Behr 

 
 

1. Minutes from the previous meeting 
 
Circulated at meeting and agreed  
Not all members had received minutes 
 

2. Matters arising 
 

 Berben have been contacted to obtain a quote for the KS2 gate (PTA to support with 
funding) 

 Daily Mile- Y6 parents have received a letter and it is on the school website. Parent Council 
felt it would be good for a version to be sent to al of KS2 outlining the principles 

 Y2 gate- Mrs Hough is on the KS1 gate and ensuring that pupils are safe to move between 
buildings . Once parents have left she will  lock the gate.  

 
 

3. Parent Questionnaire feedback 
191 responses , questionnaires were handed out by teachers and some parents commented that they had 
not received one. It was noted that we had given a further opprotunity to take part via the weekly news, 
parents could collect a copy from both offices and it was emailed to parents if requested.  
 
Data collection sheets- could these be given out prior to parents evening and in envelopes? 
 
 

4. Behaviour and Safety  
 

Mrs Green (KS1 and EYFS Deputy Head ) is overseeing Behaviour and safety. The following report was 
shared with parent Council.  
 
Anti-Bullying Week 

Merit marks now given for behaviour following review of whole school systems. This explained to parents in 

weekly news  



Whole school theatre workshop called the ‘Power of One’ to promote children’s understanding of bullying 

behaviours and promoting anti-bullying in our school. 

KS2 pupil questionnaire – sample responses from two children per class. Outcomes very positive from the 

children demonstrating a good understanding of bullying and positive actions to take. 

Anti-Bullying Alliance toolkit – whole school review of behaviour strategies and policy audit completed. 

Individual Behaviour Plans created as necessary.  

Promoting Positivity 

Golden Rules display in each Key Stage Hall. 

Character strengths staff meeting and implemented throughout school. Introduced each week during 

Monday morning assembly KS1 and KS2.  

Behaviour policy shared and discussed with Dining Supervisor teams at the beginning of term. 

Behaviour Logs updated weekly. 

‘Think’ poster introduced in each classroom throughout the school.  

Safeguarding  

Leaflets created providing overview of Safeguarding in School 

Computing Subject Leader attended LA E-safety training in preparation for E-Safety Week in Spring Term. 

Behaviour and Safety Lead DHT attending LSCB Briefings monthly to get regular updates on safeguarding 

pupils.  

 

A general discussion was had about merit marks and the confusion about how and why they were given 

out. It was decided that we would create a proforma for each year group outlining the use and that this 

could be shared with parents.  

 
 
 

5. Issues raised for discussion by Parent Council members: 
 

o Sports clubs /extra curricular /teams 
 
 
We shared Mr pooles letter regarding team selection with the whole group. Further to this it was felt that we 
had a lot of enthusiastic children who knew they wouldn’t be picked and that this could feel non inclusive. 
We have arranged for a Y5 and 6 boys football club to be run by ‘Fit for Schools’ our school coaches. This 
will begin from January 9th and will be inclusive for all boys who wish to attend. All teachers have been 
asked to run a club outside of school hours in the coming year, again this is time taken out of their marking 
and planning time. A question was raised over whether we could arrange for more sport activities for Y3 
and 4. Mrs Ashe suggested that she contact ‘Fit for Schools’ to ask if they could run a multi sports club.  
 
 
 

o School photo logistics  
 

It was agreed that although this was better that there were some issues over organisation. Some parents 
were anxious about leaving Nursery children in the KS2 hall. Mrs Ashe and Mrs Mansfield agreed that we 



would book two separate days for KS1 and 2, as had been done in the past. The logistics can then be 
managed within the school day.  

o Parents evening format feedback 
Positive feedback from KS2 parents , however KS1 parents still felt that they needed to see the class 
teacher. Discussion was had over whether we could just have KS2 seeing English and Maths and maybe 
the March parents evening could be English and Maths for Y2. A further discussion was had regarding 
walkabout and timings, quite a lot of work had been taken down to make way for Christmas decorations.  
 

o Year 6 ‘playmates’  in KS1  
Question rasied about Y5 being involved in training so that when Y2 go up into Y3 they have familiar 
faces.Mrs Ashe said she would enquire and it would then mean that Y5 were trained each Year and we 
would have Y5 and 6 trained each time. It was also requested that the Juniors not bring their ‘exciting tuck 
shop break’ into KS1 as some children were enviously watching on whilst they ate their healthy snack.  
 

o Evaluation feedback from children - tests given per week 
Y3 parents asked about having two tests in maths per week. It was also highlighted that we have had 4 
electronic  tests during the Autumn term. It was rasised that some pupils find the tests stressful and that it 
would good if teachers could ask the pupils how they feel following the tests and give support as is 
neeeded.  
 

o Reading buddies 
Discussed about the use of reading buddies and that some pupils have y6 reading buddies but only if it is 
needed. Further to this we talked about parent readers and that we now have a small group of parents who 
read within other classes, their support is invaluable and is working well.  
 

o Existing Plans for 2017 
We discussed the key areas in the School Improvement Plan, including Outdoor Learning and the use of 
Mr Rocky’s garden and the pavilion. Fedback about Alan Peat training and that the PTA have agreed to 
fund an Ipad per class to enable teachers to use the apps for delivery of strategies.  
 
 
AOB 
Samaritans Purse 
Questions were asked about why we were not supporting this initiative this year. We explained that a 
parent had informed us about the background of the founder of the charity and his belief system. Following 
discussions with Senior Team and admin it was felt that with this information we couldn’t be seen to support 
this. We had looked at alternatives but had left this a little too late to implement. A discussion followed 
about how we could adapt the PTA shopping morning to a charity event.  
 
      
Ideas for the next meeting  
 
We agreed that it would be good to promote the Parent Council to all parents and ask them to suggest 
items for the agenda via their year group reps.  

 

 

Date of next meeting –Wednesday 1st February 2017 


