
 

 

 

Dorridge Primary School  

Parent Council 

 

Wednesday 27th January 9:00 a.m.  

Present: 
Mrs Ashe, HT, Debbie Mallin DHT 

Ms McCandlish 1P and 3D,Mrs Edelsten 2P,Mrs Perkins 5P, Mrs Behr 1D and 3D, Mrs Smith 3P, Mrs Woodruff 

5S, Mrs Pink 2S and 4S, Mrs Shingleton 4D, Ms Harris 6S, Mrs Dowding 2D, Mrs Meadows 5D and Ms Ali 6D 

1. 
 
KS2 lunch options- Karen KS2 Cook  

 
Karen introduced herself and stated that she had been cook at Dorridge Juniors for 10 years. She had 

been brought in by Mr Taylor as he felt the service needed improvement. She wanted to ask Parent 

council’s opinion about reducing the baguette option to 4 days per week. Karen explained that she worked 

for Solihull catering so dictated to by the service but liaise with the school.  Finding baguette and baked 

potato option is the most popular, however Karen feels that children should be choosing a hot meal option 

for the vast majority of time.  

The issues Karen raised: 

 Children often choose vegetarian option if they are not 

 Would like to reduce baguette to 3 days per week and propose this 

 Promotional days remove option of baguettes 

 

Suggestions/Issues raised by parents: 

 I’d remove it altogether 

 Questioning about salad and hot option, if having cold option.  Pizza day is a good day to not do 

baguettes 

 Can we trial/monitor the trend. Can we use parent pay to monitor children’s choices 

 Suggestion school council could run a project 

 Concern parents expect them to have a hot option and then might have a sandwich at night, 

expectation that if they are doing activities after school that they will have had a hot lunch, that is 

what we are paying for   

 Children loved breakfast option, could it be introduced  one  day a week 

 What is wrong with baguette option?  



 Children need the vegetables more than the meat, need to give importance to the vegetables. Need 

a full meal, ask children to finish their meal 

 Salad bar includes pasta salad why have pasta as an option as extra carbs, salad bar also includes 

bread 

 Balance between helping them to eat more and allowing them to know when they are full. 

Encourage them rather than force them. It’s about educating the children to make the right choices  

not dictating to them 

 

Portion Size: 

 Food is weighed and is same in grams for Y1 and Y6 

 Children are able to have more if they are still hungry 

Desserts: 

 Dessert choice - children rarely choose fruit 

 Healthy options barely any sugar 

 Cake with beetroot , hidden veg  

Helping Your Child: 

 Good idea to use the website to discuss with child what they might eat in the week 

 Younger children have been changing their mind about their options and when y6 come in they are 

not able to have their original choice.  

Tuck 

 Asked about effect of tuck and whether that effects how much they eat at lunch 

 Progressed to the removal of snacks as children were bringing huge bars of chocolates haribo etc 

 Drinks choices water is provided every day topped up by supervisors, milkshakes or juice 

Actions: 
 

 Talk with Karen about doing some sessions in science week? Could the use that week to monitor 

choice of options with school council  

 Can Karen circulate something about how healthy dessert options are? 

 

2. 

Behaviour and Safety  

Mrs Mallin lead us through what behaviour and safety means at Dorridge Primary : 

She explained that the Behaviour policy is not just about ‘being good ‘ and ‘good behaviour’ in school it also 

about learning behaviours. The policy is reviewed regularly as is adapted where appropriate to the needs of 

groups of children.  

Mrs Mallin then went through our rewards and sanctions.  

 Merit marks awarded for the output children do and their effort  

Parents raised a concern that they felt that sometimes this is seen as only given given out for outstanding 

pieces work rather than measuring what would be outstanding for an individual. We agreed that they need 

to reflect the effort of individuals and be matched to their ability. 



 Endeavour given to a child in one class per Year group for a particular achievement 

Rewarding Good Behaviour in Assembly  

A new system has introduced to enable House captains give two tokens in each assembly to recognise  

good behaviour and effort, manners 

Sanctions 

Behaviour is outstanding but we acknowledge that there are low level disruptions/incidents of behaviour 

that need recognising and correcting. These are often low level disruptions but have impact on teaching 

and learning and that is why we have a clear staged process.  

Process: 

 Warning 

 5 mins within classroom 

 10 minutes in another classroom 

 Rest of the day suspension  

Behaviour log:  

New system introduced to support adults to ensure children have same respect for all adults within school.  

The folder is used across the school and collected on a Friday. Mrs Mallin analyses the results and puts 

onto an excel spreadsheet enabling us to identify trends and individuals who are on their frequently.  We 

share trends in behaviour with the children and speak with the children who have been on there frequently, 

therefore sharing responsibility.   

Serious Incidents: 

An Equality Log is kept in the office to record incidences of  i.e. sexism, racism etc  

If an issue has occurred we use the incident recording sheet and make reference to it in the schools 

hardback book. This is kept and made available to any visitors such as Ofsted, the LA if requested.  

Behaviour Walks : 

Mrs Mallin has conducted a behaviour learning walk in which she has monitored all classes and identified 

where we will find examples of good behaviours and where we can improve.  

Questions from parents: 

Bullying what would a child do?  

Follow procedures in the Anti-Bullying policy. The children are made aware of what do through special 

assemblies, drama, Anti-Bullying Week and E Safety Week.  

 
3. 
 
Parent Questionnaire feedback 
 
Mrs Ashe discussed the document that was returned to school, it was a huge document with 75 pages.  

She has summarised the key findings into one document which will be sent out to parents on Friday 29th 

January.109 parents responded which is 14.7% of school. So it captures a ‘flavour’ of parents’ views. We 

have shared the responses with LMT and will be giving the Governors the whole document.  



Communication has been highlighted as in need of improvement. We do want to know what we can do 

differently or better?  

The Library came out as outstanding, which is a strength of the school. There is lots of data to look at so 

we need to drill down to get more a useful view of what parents are actually highlighting. 

SEN – has been highlighted as needing more attention. From how the data is presented it is difficult to work 

out whether responses are from parents of children with SEN children or parents of children in classes with 

SEN children. 

We have tried to address the written comments within the document that will be sent out to parents.  

We need to know what we can do to improve and value Parent Council’s ideas. 

A question was raised about the proposed housing expansion and how this will impact on school. It is an 

area we have to look at carefully so that we don’t compromise delivery. Discussions with other local 

schools have been taking place. School Council involved with Arden and the LA council members to 

discuss issues. 

Communication: 

Question raised about ‘Weekly News’ – could we have more detail about what is going on each week in 

each year group. Simple one sentences, ‘we’re looking forward to … next week’  Is it possible to change 

format to make it easier to read and not have different fonts? 

We agreed to look at this and revamp the weekly news.   

 

Could we ensure that we link communication better so that offices know things. Sometimes the offices are 

unaware of events the children are taking part in. 

We agreed to ask staff to keep the offices better informed.  

 
4. 
 
Holiday provision 
 
We have had 89 parents respond to our questionnaire we are looking at ways of doing this and considering 

trialling at Easter and possibly 4 weeks in the summer.  We are also considering asking outside providers in 

to do some half terms. 

 
 
 
Topics for next meeting  
 

 Parent questionnaire-feedback from parent council once they have digested the summary.  

 KS2 Sports day 

 IPC and homework 

 Communication- ideas from parent council about how this could be improved  

Date of next meeting - Wednesday 9th March 

 

 


