
Parent Council Meeting 

Wednesday 16
th

 January 2019 - 2pm  

Present: Mrs Ashe, Mrs Green, Mrs Roache, Mrs Nye, Mrs Quest, Mrs Rossiter, Mrs Nyland, Mrs Collins, Mrs 

Brundell, Ms McCandlish, Mrs Dowding, Mrs Wassall and Mrs Oak    Apologies: Mr Carr and Mrs Haynes  

Minutes taken by Claire Mansfield.            Minutes from last meeting checked and agreed 

Station Road Zebra Crossing – written by Mrs Oak 

Last term parent Charlotte Oak attended the Parent Council’s meetings to discuss the new zebra crossing on Station 
Road. In November she explained that Solihull Council had taken on-board all the concerns raised about the traffic 
conditions surrounding the new crossing and that  3 proposals, designed to improve conditions on Station Road, 
were about to be discussed by Solilhull Council.  Today Mr Paul Tovey, from the Council’s Managed Growth 
Directorate/Highway Services Department, joined the meeting to provide the latest update on the following: 
 

Proposal Update 

Improve beacon visibility Various tests have been carried out since December and it is anticipated LED-
flashing beacons will be installed by early February 

Introduce part-time 20mph 
zone on Station Road 
between Dorridge Village 
towards Grove Road 
roundabout past the school 

The Council accepted the request from Parent Council that the active period of the 
20mph limit be approx. 7.15am-9.30am and 3pm-6.15pm as part of its approval of 
the whole project. 
 

Before the Council approval can be implemented, a 21 day consultation period 
must be held.  This will start on 1 February.  Details will be available on the Council 
website and affected residents will receive written communication.   
 

Full details of the proposals will be highlighted to parents via the school’s weekly 
newsletter in early February once available online.   
 

If the consultation is completed positively, the changes should hopefully be made 
on Station Road by May. 

Introduce new restrictions 
prohibiting parking on the 
footway/verge between 
Dorridge Village and the 
Grove Road roundabout 

 

Mr Tovey also asked for feedback on the new zebra crossing.  No specific concerns were raised.  The general feeling 
was that the crossing itself was working well for pedestrians ,as long as it was used with caution, although some 
parents expressed uncertainty that children crossing alone could be relied on to cross safely.  Mr Tovey agreed it was 
very important to ensure children and parents always stop, look, listen AND wait to make eye contact with drivers 
from both directions before stepping out.  It was mentioned that the Council’s Road Safety Team has still not 
attended Dorridge School to deliver a road safety assembly as promised.  Mr Tovey will follow up on this. 
 

The traffic safety issue raising most concern on Station Road continues to be cars driving on the pavement, often 
unnecessarily, when congestion occurs.  A number of parents were able to share experience of this and explained 
how threatening it felt.  Mr Tovey explained that the local Councillors have an appetite to install bollards along 
Station Road to prevent this.  There was general support for this in the meeting.  Mr Tovey said he would share this 
feedback with colleagues/the Councillors. 
 

Then followed a general discussion about traffic around the school, in particular on Hanbury Road.  When it as 
suggested making the road officially one-way, Mr Tovey highlighted the challenges of doing so, but supported the 
school’s good intentions of encouraging parents to observe an unofficial one-way system at drop-off/pick up times.  
He also offered support to the school’s efforts to hold inconsiderate parking to account and acknowledged the 
increased impact station commuter parking was having on Hanbury Road since tighter restrictions were introduced 
on Poplar Road.  He was able to share a few insights into the Council’s desires to improve parking at Dorridge Station 
and highlighted that there are ‘drive rental’ tools available online (website/apps) whereby local residents can offer 
their driveway to commuters as a way to get traffic off the local roads.  Finally, he mentioned the ‘School Streets’ 
scheme that Solihull has been pioneering in three local schools. The trials have, on the whole, been a success.  More 
schools will soon trial the scheme, but Dorridge is not in the top 10 target schools at present. 
 

Mrs Oak commented that she hoped less focus will be required on Station Road/the zebra crossing during future 
Parent Council sessions. The Council thanked her for the time she has invested and the results she has achieved. 
 
 

 



Hanbury Road - Mr Carr has met with Mrs Ashe to suggest the possibility of using Hanbury Road’s residential 
driveways as a parking resource during drop off and pick up. This was expanded upon during the meeting with 
suggestions of involving the Eco Council. Also, Paul Tovey offered to supply Council Warning Notices for cars that are 
parked over people driveways. Paul also advised that parents are permitted to approach residents, presenting it as 
environmental, giving back to the community and taking cars off the street. Parents should also be encouraged to 
walk when possible. 
 
KS1 Playground update – Plans are underway for the KS1 playground now that the wooden climbing frame has 

been removed. PC were assured that monkey bars were not going to be installed due to the number of broken bones 

that have occurred in other schools. 

 

Parent Questionnaire Results – Mrs Ashe shared the results with the PC. This Questionnaire is done annually. 

Parents were asked to complete it whilst waiting for their Parents’ Evening appointment. School also asks the children 

to complete questionnaires during Anti Bullying Week on Behaviour and the School Nurse comes into school and runs 

a session with Year 6 children where they complete the HAPI survey about Health and Well Being. Any issues are 

addressed with parents.  

It was noted by PC that the gathering and processing of information produced by the Parent Questionnaire is very 

time consuming. A suggestion was made that we use ipads in school with a programme that will sort this information 

more efficiently. Feedback stations could be placed around school at Parents Evening and during Drop off and Pick up 

times for parents to pop in.  

 

Matters Arising 

PC suggested Mindfulness and Mental Health workshops for children. Mrs Ashe explained that it is her intention to 

include this in the School Improvement Plan. Helen Fantham, Family Support Worker, has recently attended a First 

Aid Mental Health course as will Jodie Hales, Deputy Head.  

 

Sausages - Parents have discovered that children who do not eat beef are being encouraged by Cook not to choose 

sausages for lunch. This is due to a recent change in Solihull Council’s supplier who delivers pork sausages which 

have an outer skin made from a beef product. Cook has reported this to the Council and we await a response.  

Mrs Ashe has a meeting with new representative, Area Manager, and will raise it. 

 

Screen Time - Is there a web policy for TV/Screen time in school?  Mrs Green, Deputy Head addressed this 

query. There is currently no official guidance, advice or requirement from the Department of Education; consequently 

school does not have a policy.  Screen time during lessons is limited to one Computing lesson per week per child.  

It has been reported that children in Year 1 are allowed watch CBeebies whist waiting for the Lunchtime Supervisor to 

collect them for lunch. PC didn’t see this as a problem as long as this was break time and research has shown 

children need ‘downtime’.  

Screen Time will be added to the Dorridge E- Safety Policy in conjunction with E-Safety week in February. Historically 

E-Safety Workshops have been poorly attended by parents and Mrs Green was curious how parents can be 

encouraged to attend. PC agreed that parents ‘don’t know what they don’t know’ and a suggestion was made to share 

the hard hitting video which is shown to Year 5 and 6 children.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=599I1E-rWTU. 

E-Safety Week will also include the launch of the Safer Schools app which will provide parents with alerts and 

notifications about current information and research around E-Safety. 

 

Feedback on Learning Policy – Mrs Ashe clarified that this policy is the Marking Policy and that it is explained in the 

children’s Home School Organisers. It is also displayed in each classroom. It is non statutory policy so is not on the 

school website. However, Mrs Green will put it in the policy section on the website. 

 

Adhoc Darby’s sessions – could a system be introduced for parents who no longer require a specific session 

to opt out of that session to allow a parent who needs adhoc care to pick it up? Now that the new building was 

complete and being used by Darby’s at breakfast and teatime a review meeting was scheduled where waiting lists and 

adhoc sessions were to be addressed.  

 

Temporary lighting is now in place for parents picking up at the end of the teatime session in darkness. School has 

also been in touch with the Council about the repair of the street light at the end of the path onto Hanbury Road which 

is full of rain water. The light belongs to school; however the electricity is supplied by the cables on Hanbury Road.  

 

Next meeting is on Wednesday 27th February at 2pm 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=599I1E-rWTU

