
Parent Council Meeting 

Wednesday 14
th

 November 2018 - 2pm  

Present: Mrs Ash, Mrs Hales, Mrs Thewell, Mrs Roache, Mrs Nye, Mrs Quest, Mrs Rossiter, Mrs Nyland, Mrs 

Haynes, Mrs Brundell, Mr Carr, Ms McCandlish, Mrs Dowding, Mrs Jarratt and Mrs Oak 

Minutes taken by Claire Mansfield.            Minutes from last meeting checked and agreed 

Mrs Oak came to talk about the Zebra Crossing on Station Road. Mrs Oak is engaging with the council based on the 

feedback from parents. She has met with Paul Tovey, Group Leader for Sustainable Travel and Highway 

Management from SMBC, who is responsible for the delivery of the crossing and will attend the next Parent Council 

meeting. Mrs Oak’s update included comments that have been posted by parents. The comments posted are 

anonymous and provide positive and constructive feedback. The crossing has been part of an independent review to 

ensure the crossing is compliant. There will be improvements made over the next few weeks and into the new year. 

Please note: the implementation of some of the following initiatives will be subject to public consultation. 

 Poor visibility has been improved by the council cutting back overhanging trees and residents will be 

supportive by maintaining this. 

 There will be new signage with flashing lights to encourage traffic to be cautious 

 In addition already two signs on the pavement that will be moved backwards further away from the crossing 

with 2 messages flashing. 

 There will be a 20mph zone on Station Road  

 Amey, who do the bin collection, has been asked to place the bins back on driveways to avoid congestion on 

the pavement. There is also a suggestion that the route timings will be altered. 

 The arms on the beacons will be made longer to make the beacons more visible. 

 A balance has to be struck between too many signs and not enough. Too many may lead to drivers not seeing 

the signs and the council have to consider the cost of maintenance. 

 

Parent Council were concerned about traffic flow and congestion. Mrs Oak had learned from the Council that although 

slow and congested traffic can be seen as a problem around school in some ways it was also seen as a positive as 

slow moving traffic was less dangerous. Cars were still mounting the pavement and driving along it at speed, which is 

a concern when parents are picking up from after school clubs and Darby’s. New Parking restrictions have been 

suggested to the council to prevent people from parking on the pavement making it safer for pedestrians. There was a 

general feeling that traffic had increased in surrounding roads, Warren Drive, Hanbury Road etc. which may just have 

shifted the problem. PC suggested that parents who live on Hanbury Road could offer friends a parking space on their 

drive during drop off and pick up times to ease the amount of cars on the road. Recent proposals to change the 

parking restrictions on Hanbury have been dropped. Monitoring cables that have just been laid on Station Road are 

monitoring volume and speed. 

PC discussed timings for restricted speed limits, taking into consideration Darby’s opening times:  

7.30am – 9.30am and 3pm – 6.15pm. 

The council are willing to come into school to talk to the children during assembly to raise awareness.  

 

Forest School 

Mrs Thelwell was present to talk about Forest School. Forest School is a Scandinavian concept which came to the UK 

during the 1990s. It is an outdoor, play based session. Mrs Bullock, Mrs Webb, Mrs La Vigna and Mrs Thelwell are all 

Forest School trained which is equivalent to BTEC Level 3. They are also 1
st
 Aid trained. Although FS is not part of the 

curriculum, certain aspects meet the PE objectives. Key principles promote self-esteem, independent learning and risk 

taking. Children are encouraged to take their learning where they want to. This week children have worked together to 

build a bridge and change the consistency of mud to make a river. It builds new friendships and children who wouldn’t 

normally learn together want to work together. To enable all children to access FS would be a challenge. If Mrs 

Thelwell could open it up,  Yr 5 would benefit greatly as it is a difficult year for relationships and hormones! 

However, the cost of sending staff on a course and taking the time out of the curriculum has to be considered.  

The alternative would be for teachers to use the Jubilee Garden more for outdoor lessons, as part of a house point 

related reward or golden time. Yr 5 used it for their production of A Midsummer Nights Dream and Year 3 used it for 

their ‘Bear Hunt’. Mrs Bullock and Mrs Eden currently run a club after school for KS1 and birthday parties at the 

weekend. 

 

 



Mrs Ashe added that when the new building is complete Forest School will benefit from an outside tap and electricity 

point. The ground is prepared and the modular building is due to be delivered weekend of 17
th
 and 18

th
 November.  

It will be handed over for 5
th
 December. It will have a brick built skin to match the main school building and a pathway 

with lighting and crossing from Darby’s for parents collecting their children and meeting requirements for disability 

access. It contains toilets, storage and a sink. The PTA plan to use it for school fundraising events. 

 

PGL  Mrs Ashe and Mrs Hales visited Condover Hall in Shrewsbury to see if it could be a less expensive alternative to 

PGL for the Year 6 children.  PGL currently costs £404 plus the coach = £450 per child 

They discovered Condover Hall, Shrewsbury is much smaller and not suitable for 90 children. It was discussed with 

the PC that it is £319 plus coach in September – a significant difference. Most parents agreed that they would prefer 

for their child to go at the end of year 6 as a reward or right of passage and some may not be ready at the beginning 

of the year. It is seen as a step to secondary school promoting independence. However, going in September would 

encourage early bonding as a year group and teachers see a very different side of children when they are at PGL. 

Grammar school exams are also in the Autumn Term so 11plus children would not be allowed to go or have to leave 

early. Parents agreed that if they were informed in Year 5 and could spread the cost through Parentpay this would 

make it more manageable. This is a Pupil Premium funded trip. 

 

Matters arising 

 

 PC asked if children could be offered a foreign language before Year 2. In previous years La Jolie Ronde has 

offered Year 1 children a French Club. This year they were unable to provide a teacher for this.  

 

 Mathletics is a targeted homework. Different tasks are set for each set. 

It was agreed that Year 1 and Year 2 are not given too much homework. It is up parents to decide if their child           

has spent too much time on a particular task.    Homework is just reinforcement of learning done at school.  

 

 Year 2 Parents can meet with their child’s English and maths teachers in spring term  and class teachers 

autumn term. This was changed a couple of years ago when PC proposed that seeing the form teacher at the 

beginning of year for feedback on settling in was more beneficial with the sets meetings in the spring term. PC 

put in a request for Parents Evening to be open for appointment booking earlier giving parents more time to 

organise their diaries and childcare. 

 

 PC discussed the rationale behind homework to be completed during the week not at the weekend. This 

decision was also influenced by PC who didn’t want homework at the weekend and thoughts were that 

children should have family time. Parents will always be divided on the homework discussion. 

             KS1 homework is optional. For KS2 children it is promoting good practise. 

 

 KS1 are to have a new adventure playground which will be funded be the PTA who will pay £6000 towards it.  

 

 

Next meeting is on Wednesday 16th January at 2pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


