
 

 

Dorridge Primary School 

Parent Council 

 

Wednesday 9th March 9:00 a.m.  

Present: 
Mrs Ashe, HT, Debbie Mallin DHT 

Ms McCandlish 1P and 3D,Mrs Edelsten 2P,Mrs Perkins 5P, Mrs Behr 1D and 3D , Mrs Woodruff 5S, 

Mrs Pink 2S and 4S, Mrs Shingleton 4D, Ms Harris 6S, Mrs Dowding 2D, Mrs Meadows 5D 

 

Apologies: 

Ms Ali 6D, Mrs Smith 3P 

 

Matters arising from minutes of previous meeting: 

Speedy improvements to the Weekly News was appreciated and parents like the 

new format. 

Some further discussion about including curriculum matters – look at more detailed 

information on a termly or half termly basis, rather than weekly. This has been 

discussed at LMT. Teachers feel that weekly information could impair the flexibility of 

approach needed for primary age children. A Curriculum Map outlining the topics 

covered in each subject in each year group each term. We will signpost this in the 

Weekly News 

Parent Council members’ names/ contact details and dates of forthcoming meetings 

could be put on website and Weekly News.  

1. 

Parent Questionnaire 

Information has been sent out to parents and no feedback has been received. 



The percentage of parents completed is very low – has account been taken of 

multiple children in one family? 

Some parents felt that the instructions given out at parents evening were quite 

complex. It might be the case that there is already a lot to take in on parents evening 

and a survey is one thing too many.  

In future we could construct more specific surveys, according to what the school 

wants feedback on at a particular time, rather than the lengthy general survey. 

We could sample classes to complete the survey. 

2. 

Sports Days 

One parent felt that KS1 Sports Day feels like a real family event and that the KS2 

event could be improved. The majority of parents at the meeting felt that the format 

of KS2 sports day was very good and promoted the right ethos of inclusion/ taking 

part and that the afternoon had a lovely relaxed and social atmosphere. One parent 

felt KS2 sports day was a good model to look at improvement s to KS1 Sports day. 

It was agreed that there could be some improvements to KS2 event – a letter home 

to explain format and rational, more helpers (possibly ask for help from Arden 

students), drinks provided by PTA, a picnic at end. 

At KS1, Mr Tolman has ideas to improve the format to ensure children are not sitting 

for so long. Year 6 children could support this event. 

3. 

IPC  

Currently all year groups except Year 6 are trialling and IPC unit called ‘Brainwaves’ 

which focuses on learning how we learn. Feedback so far is good and parents 

commented positively especially from Year 1. 

Year 6 will do this unit after SATs 

All year groups will do another IPC unit during the final half term in the Summer term, 

in preparation for starting IPC fully in September 2016. 

4. 

Homework 

We do not envisage too many changes to homework as a result of IPC, but there 

may be over time, e.g. research activities. 



Parents commented that sometimes the maths homework set on Tuesday requires 

the children to use skills they are learning that week. This can be tricky to complete 

on Tuesday or Wednesday. It would be better to set that work for the following week 

to consolidate learning. We will discuss this with teachers. 

Project based homework is good but inevitably require parent input resulting in a 

range of outcomes! Parents asked that the current number of projects is fine, but no 

more please. These activities often allow a choice of presentation which is important 

and allows children to adopt their preferred learning style. IPC approach will fit well 

into this approach. 

5. 

Communication 

There will be plenty of information for parents about IPC. 

Despite a few teething problems, parents were largely positive about the new 

Parents Evening online booking system.  

Some issues: 

 Unable to ‘hold’ an appointment for one child and book further appointments 

for siblings 

 Some parents had two appointments for one child, the first one not cancelling 

for some reason 

Years 5 & 6 parent interviews were held in the Hall and this received  positive 

feedback. Nice atmosphere noted. We will be looking at ways of extending this 

approach into other year groups. 

Email communication was discussed. It was suggested that a list of emails/letters 

sent out could be posted on website so that parents can check they have received 

everything. 

We use a system called School Comms, but there are other systems. They can be 

costly. We will review if we are using all of the facilities that School Comms can offer. 

Face-to-face communication – it was suggested that some parents do not find this 

easy. At KS2 door it would be helpful if the teacher on duty could step out to the 

corner to appear more available. 

KS1 entrance at different doors is good. It was suggested that it might be even better 

if Year 1 children entered via the playground door that they exit from. This will be 

discussed with staff. 

 

 



A.O.B  

Music Provision 

A parent asked how music was taught across the school. The curriculum was briefly 

outlined including the whole class Instrumental tuition in Year 4. This is a Solihull 

Music Service we pay for which gives children the opportunity to learn a musical 

instrument for a whole year. It was suggested that we obtain feedback from the 

children to help make decisions about future instruments. It was explained that it 

would be too complex to offer children a choice of instrument. There was positive 

feedback about the school choir and orchestra and the opportunities to participate in 

events such as Symphony Hall concerts. Parents would like a letter about these 

opportunities, in case their children don’t pass on messages! 

Library Volunteers 

Need to advertise for more, especially for September as many current helpers have 

children in Year 6. 

Agenda items for next meeting: 

Reading (invite Carley Davies) 

 

 

 

 

 

 


