
 

Parent Council 

Wednesday 5th July 9:00 am. 
 
Present: 
Mrs Ashe, HT, Mrs Hales, DT, Mrs Mansfield, Secretary. 

 

Ms McCandlish, Mrs Pink, Mrs Meadows,  Mrs Nye, Mrs Bowley, Mrs Woodruff,  Mrs Behr, Mrs Edelsten,   

Mrs Halliday and  Mrs Roache 

 

Apologies: 

Mrs Perkins, Mr Barker, Mrs Shingleton, Mrs Dowding and Mrs Smith. 

 

Minutes from the previous meeting 

 A Letter has gone home to Year 2 parents outlining the plans w/b 10.07.17 for Year 2 to Year 3 
transition. Year 3 essentials list included. Parents are invited to a drop in session. Children will be 
taught in their new class and and having lunch in KS2. Parents Information Evening 13th September. 
Milk continues not fruit. Tuck can be paid through parentpay or they can bring a snack. 

 The trip including the Choir was sorted through Mr Salt. Ratios have been addressed. 
 
Jodie talking about LPPA -  Leading Parent Partnership Award to start in the Autumn Term. 
Dorridge last achieved this was in 2010 which lasted 3 years. Starting the process in Autumn 17 with a view 
to apply for the award September 2018. 
The Leading Parent Partnership Award gives schools a coherent framework to deliver effective parental 
engagement from early years to post-16. Through this award, schools can meet a number of longer term 
success criteria, such as improved pupil progress, punctuality, attendance and behaviour and increased 
parental involvement in school life. Using the evidence portfolio, leaders can easily demonstrate, to Ofsted 
inspectors and other stakeholders, that the school has an outstanding and sustainable programme for 
parental engagement. Mrs Webb will be the LPPA Lead from September and will head up working groups 
for the nine objectives. Parent Council, Student Council, Eco Council will all all be encouraged to get 
involved. Artsmark is a similar process. Parent volunteers are welcome.  Anyone interested can meet with 
Lucy Webb who will be leading this award.  
 
One of the targets in SIP is communication. All present discussed the possibilities of Dorridge having a 
twitter and facebook account as an additional form of communication. Peter Egan, Network Manager and 
David Butt, SMBC IT can work together to teach and inform the community how best to use both. Most 
people present are not on facebook and twitter. It would be additional to email.  School could also make 
more use of texts to parents through schoolcomms. Identifying who would like to connect with school via 
twitter and facebook, establishing different levels of communication, understanding  which methods would 
be more suited to certain types of message.  An Information Evening with David Butt would be a good 
place to start.  
 
Office 365 in School – trial to use for homework. Money saving exercise. Reduce paper. Can be used for 
Half Term projects over time. Parents and children who do not have access to a computer at home would 
not be able to access homework like this. There would be homework clubs in school and children would be 
permitted access through school computers. 
Homework feedback from parents: can sometimes be time consuming and frustrating, communication 
between Teacher and Parents needs to be streamlined.  
David Butt is coming into School on September 4th 9.30 to meet with Alex Tolman,  ICT Lead next year.  
 
 



 
Other issues: 
 
Merit Marks  
Some children are achieving 100 ‘too early’ and others not being awarded Merit Marks for 
reading/homework, which makes 100 more difficult to achieve. How do you achieve them? Children 
disinterested in this reward scheme as seen as inconsistent and unachievable. Year 2 disinterested.  
It was thought that HSOs are not being checked by the teacher. 
Dough Jo trial in Year 4 and Year 5 has been positive. Some children liked it so much they want to do it at 
home!  Monkspath are using this system successfully and Dorridge can visit to take their advice.  
It is very clear to children how to achieve it unlike merit marks. Motivation is instant. 
Teachers are reminded every term on Inset Day about the use of House Tokens and Merit Marks.  
Teachers are encouraged to talk to children about guidelines. 
Mr Tolmans class won the prize for most House Tokens.   
Postcards home and Head Teachers stickers could be used more as incentives. 
HSOs have been printed with Merit Marks pages in for next academic year already. 
 
Year 2 to Year 3 class changes 
Feedback from some parents was that children being invited to nominate friends doesn’t work. In some 
ways it has had the reverse effect and children have the mindset that if they can choose who they would 
like to be with they also have a say about who they don’t want to be with! This has lead to children 
verbalising their preferences negatively.  
Mrs Ashe assured PC that the decision to ask children was not taken lightly and by not asking them 
produces more challenges.  An estimated 12 hours has been spent by the Year 2 team sorting the children 
into the best possible groups.  Birthdays, sets, personalities, older siblings, boy and girl balance are also 
factors considered. Honoured minimum of one friend of 3 and had a conversation with parents who we 
didn’t think choices were right for the children before publishing.Teachers know the children and who best 
they would work with.  
Shuffling the children every year would depend on the cohort and even mixing them up again in Year 4 
depends on the current year group and is not always advisable. It was seen that parents worry more – 
children move on quickly. 
Mixing the children now may lead to less of a shock at secondary. Sets include different children and they 
are regularly mixed within their class, Teachers change seating position every half term. 
Year 1 to Year 3 two set 2 because of the current cohort. 
 
Sports Day  
KS1 sports day worked well with the children going to KS2 field. Parent feed back was good, well 
organised. Well rehearsed. Communication could be improved with a better sound system to welcome 
parents and signal moving around each event. This may come with new pavilion next year. 
Suggestions were also made to extend to a Picnic and or BBQ for next year. 
 
Dance Exams 
WDA did not contact school prior to booking the exams, school has since contacted them.  
Junior age children is at 4pm which means a group of children have to leave early. 
Although it can be seen as an educational experience, for such a large percentage of the year group it is 
also disruptive to children taking part and children left in the class. Difficult for teachers to plan the lesson. 
We will authorise this on this occasion but not in the future. If WDA had been in touch with school in 
advance plans could have been put in place for the examiner to come to Dorridge. Dance exams should be 
booked by WDA at the weekend. 
 
 
Thank you to Mrs Meadows and Mrs Woodruff who’s children are off to Arden. They are  welcome to 
continue attending the Parent Council.  
 
Mrs Halliday is leaving to train to be a teacher – wishing her all the best. 
 
 

Date of the next meeting Wednesday 11th October 2017 


