
Parent Council Meeting 

Wednesday 3
rd

 October 2018 - 2pm  

Present: Mrs Ash, Mrs Hales, Mrs Roache, Mrs Nye, Mrs Quest, Mrs Rossiter, Mrs Nyland,  

               Mrs Haynes, Mrs Wassall and Mrs Brundell    

Apologies: Mr Carr, Mrs Jarratt, Mrs Bowley and Mrs Dowding 

 

Minutes taken by Claire Mansfield. Minutes from last meeting checked and agreed 

 

Mrs Oak opened the meeting by telling the group about the new Zebra Crossing on Station Road. 

She uses the crossing every day and after the Council confirmed there was going to be a crossing 

decided to be active around the change at beginning of the Autumn term. This prompted Mrs Oak 

to launch the survey. The link was put on the Weekly News and the aim is to capture observations 

from parents and post them in one place so that the information could be used as evidence. Within 

a couple of days of the launch on there were 16 responses posted. They highlighted crossing 

visibility and traffic challenges. Since, 3 or 4 observations have been recorded every week. The 

Survey provides ongoing valuable feedback. Mrs Oak met with a representative from the Council 

within the week of the survey being launched. This was an open and informative meeting as the 

representative had insights into crossing data and it was interesting to hear his side. Mrs Oak 

discovered there are already things in place, for example, cutting back hedges to improve visibility. 

The local Dorridge Council has suggested a 20 mile per hour speed limit from Dorridge village to 

the Cricket Club roundabout. The Crossing Team currently consists of Mrs Oak and 3 other Mums. 

Points raised in discussion: 

 Council are to remain accountable for keeping the crossing safe and visible 

 Police are responsible for traffic violation – speeding or cars not stopping at the crossing 

 Installing a Camera, flashing slow down signs and the need for more visual things were 

suggested and talked through by the PC  

 Council have proposed to come in to school to do a workshop with the children 

 Traffic counting is in progress in Dorridge and PC was curious if this was to monitor the 

traffic flow since the crossing opened? Is the traffic taking a different route to avoid Station 

Road? 

 There will be a general Road Safety promotion during Road Safety Week in November 

 Mrs Ashe added that School can’t be seen to be political about it the crossing and we have 

to remain positive and work with the Council 

 Weeklies can be used as a platform to update parents. 

 

Summer Holiday Work 

Every class room has a new Smart Board which has been paid for by the PTA, School Fund and 

half of the money raised during the Charity Fortnight marathon. There will be training for Teachers 

during Inset.  

The adventure playground on the KS1 field was condemned so was removed by Fairways.  This 

year the PTA are raising money for something new on the KS1 playground  and a next year KS2 

Daily Mile Track.  

 



 

 

Darby’s Expansion Update from Mrs Ashe 

The new building was to be constructed offsite during the Summer and due to be finished onsite 

by 19.10.19. There has been a considerable delay and it will now be ready for 05.12.18. 6+ is 

currently being used by Darby’s until build ready.  

In light on of the delay Mrs Ashe has approached the construction company for compensation. It 

has been proposed that this comes in the form of other work needed on site. The gate outside 

Years 3&4 can be moved to provide a larger area for parents at pick up and the new area covered 

in tarmac. There is also a need for a path across from Darby’s to the new PTA store on field. 

Due to the delay the October Half Term Holiday provision will now be run in school using the KS2 

Hall and Darby’s.   

When the new build is complete Darby’s will use it for Years 2/3/4/5, the Pavilion is for Year 6 and 

Nursery and Reception children will remain in Darby’s. 

At the beginning of the Autumn Term Darby’s eliminated the waiting list of ex Kingsley Children. 

The current waiting list is of parents who have applied for care this academic Year, which will be 

absorbed when the new build is complete.  

 

Points raised by Parents 

 Is it possible for Darby’s to stay open later at teatime? This would suit parents who 

work shifts or have a long commute. It was discussed amongst the group. Darby’s is as late 

if not later that other childcare providers in the area. Other schools close at 5.30pm, 

Childminders 5pm and 5.30pm and Private Nursery’s 6pm. Darby’s has increased opening 

hours in the morning to 7.45am. For children who are at school from 7.45 to 6pm, this is a 

long day. Especially for Nursery or Reception age children. This will be raised with the 

Governors at Resources Committee on Thursday 4th October. 

 Can Forest School be available to all children not just those in Reception and Yr 3? 

Forest school is a fantastic resource and we are lucky to have our own Forest School.  

It was agreed that all children would benefit from access to it. However, providing it for all 

year groups would mean other aspects of the curriculum would be missed. We now have 

four members of staff who have been on the FS Training Course. A suggestion was made 

that FS is part of a reward scheme linked to house points or a ‘Golden Time’ or we have an 

Environmental or Green Day. To get the full benefit of the FS ethos children need to be 

dressed appropriately and be allocated a 2 hour time slot. Mrs Ashe and Mrs Hales to look 

into how this request could be met in terms of staff and cover and will ask Mrs Thelwell, 

Deputy Head and FS Lead, to come to the next PC to talk about her experiences and how 

the children learn in the FS environment.  

 Mrs Bullock currently runs a Forest School Club after school for KS1 age children.  

Is it possible for there to be another club for older children? Mrs Hales will ask Lynda 

La Vigna, who is also trained in Forest School, if she would consider running an after 

school club for KS2. 

 A link to the PC minutes on the school website will be put on the Weekly News. 

 

 

Next Meeting Wednesday 14th November 2018 2pm 


