
 

Parent Council 

Wednesday 1st February at 9:00 am. 
 
Present: 
Mrs Ashe, HT, Mrs Hales, DT, Mrs Mansfield, Secretary. 

 

Ms McCandlish, Mrs Pink, Mrs Dowding, Mrs Meadows, Mrs Roache, Mrs Nye, Mrs Halliday, Mrs Bowley,  

Mr Barker, Mrs Woodruff , Mrs Smith, Mrs Perkins, Mrs Behr, Mrs Perkins. 

 

Apologies: 

Mrs Edelsten and Mrs Shingleton. 

 

Minutes from the previous meeting 
Circulated at meeting and agreed  

 
Ros introduced visitors Davey Clifford, HT from Stirchley Primary School and The Chair of 
Governors. 
 
The meeting opened with Lisa and Ashley, representatives from The Bugs Group, who came to give 
the Council an overview of their Holiday Club provision for Dorridge. 

The Bugs Group employees are all specialists in Children’s Sports Coaching qualified in 1st Aid, with 

Safeguarding checks and insurance. They already work with children in Dorridge EYFS with Footiebugs 
and Year 1 Yoga. They partnered with Dorridge during the Summer by running a Summer Club exclusive to 
Dorridge children and now have plans to run holiday clubs up to Summer 2017. The clubs include 
Multisports, Football skills, Dance, Tennis, Cricket, Rugby, Dodgeball and Arts and Crafts.  
All sessions are structured with something for everyone. Children are rewarded for teamwork, attitude and 
effort. Parents are invited to watch at the end of the week when the children create own scenery for a 
presentation with certificates and medals. 
Standard day 9.30-3.30 and Extended day 8.30-5.30. Children can be booked on a daily or weekly basis. 
Prices and booking information is on the Bugs website.  

Links to the Bugs website can be found on the Dorridge Primary website under the 'About Us’ heading. 

 
Robyn Morrey  
Mrs Morrey was invited to talk about her role as the Inclusion Manager and SENCO. Robyn also explained 
that she was involved with all children with a Special Educational Need, which includes those who are  
Gifted &Talented, children for whom English is an Additional Language (EAL) and children who are looked 
after or adopted (LAC). All schools operate by the SEN Code of Practice. The SEN Report and SEN Policy 
can be found on the school website. There are currently 55 children on the SEN register, which is a fluid 
document. 
Mrs Morrey went through the definition of SEN, assessment of all children, use of specialists, planning, 
provisions maps and interventions. Focus/Intervention groups are for both children who need a boost and 
for SEN children. Every child has the opportunity to go to a focus group. School uses different ways of 
assessing all children. Baseline Assessment in Nursery and Reception, ongoing classroom assessments 
and annual tests. Children are categorised nationally. Children do SATs in Year 6 and Year 2. Parents are 
invited to SATs Information Evenings.  
 
Helen Fantham, Family Support Worker, holds social groups for all children where needed.  

Yvonne Bayliss, Assistant SENCO and SEN Governor – Mandy Doyle Year 6 Teaching Assistant are also 

part of the team. 



 
  
Other Matters: 
 

 We have received a quote from Berben to tarmac the area for Year 3 and 4 dismissal - £5,500 

            It was discussed during the Governors meeting the previous evening and decided that this was a  
            lot of money to spend on one item when there are other outdoor requirements in school.  
            Further discussed with the PTA and Governors needed to establish priorities. PC talked  
            about alternative routes and ideas. 
 

 It was decided that Year 5 would be trained to assist in KS1 at playtime. 
 

 All are enjoying the Daily Mile – more info on website. KS2 can choose to do a sponsored 

marathon or half marathon during Charity Fortnight - no obligation. Routes have been calculated. 
 

 Peter Egan is going to create a Parent Council email address - Mrs Meadows offered to check the 
messages. 

 

 RA has received a new box for parents to post questions or ideas for the Parent Council. It was 
agreed this will be best placed in the KS1 entrance hall which has seats and more space for 
reflection!  Box will be checked before each meeting. 

 

 Term Time Holidays are always unauthorised. However, RA confirmed that she has never arranged 
for any parents to be fined for taking their children on holiday in term time from Dorridge. 

 

 Is KS1 homework necessary? Reading is most important, homework is not compulsory. It is more 
expected in KS2. School has tried to make homework more creative linking it with IPC topics. 
Wraparound have provision to do homework. 

 

 A list of Lunchtime and After School Clubs will be published on the Weekly Notices. 
 

 Charity Fortnight 2016 raised money for the British Heart Foundation and to fund a defibrillator for 
Dorridge Primary. The defibrillator is now in place in the reception area of the KS2 building. This 

information is to be shared with parents linked to this year’s Charity Fortnight and with the children 

during assembly. No training required. 
 

 It was agreed that PC invites Karen, Cook from the KS2 Kitchen, to talk about lunches; portion 
sizes, suppliers and tuck. Year groups are on a rota during lunchtime in KS2 to ensure fairness and 
equal opportunities with lunch choices.  

 

 Children can bring their own healthy snack (KS2) and drink of water (not squash) to school. KS1 
children all have access to free fruit and a drink of water at snack time. This is to be a reminder on 
the Weekly Notices. 

 

 In light of the recent press articles about wearing slippers in the workplace or school, it was agreed 
that this was a great incentive, and a bit of fun! It is already one of a list of rewards Reception 
children can choose.  

 

 The Merit Marks and House Point system is still inconsistent. It seems that the children are wise to 

manipulating the system and treat the rewards as interchangeable. Some children have already 

reached 100 merit Marks. This should be seen as something to achieve towards the end of the 

academic year. 

 

Date of the next meeting Wednesday 5th April 2017 


