
 

  

 
SUMMER TERM NEWSLETTER 2016 

 
Welcome back from the Easter break, I hope you all had a chance to enjoy the rare 

event of any sunshine and enjoyed some time to share with the family. As ever the 

Summer term promises to be very busy with exciting trips and opportunities that will 

enable you to share in your child’s learning and experiences of school.  

Curriculum 

We are very excited to share our new reading scheme ‘Collins Big Cat’ with Reception 

through to Year 3 thus enhancing our reading provision. Thank you to Mrs. Davies, 

the PTA and our parent helpers for their hard work in enabling us to use these books so soon. We do 

hope that they will help to make the home/school reading relationship even more pleasurable.  

Further to this, we look forward to delivering another unit of our new and exciting IPC curriculum. Last 

term we all enjoyed learning about the brain and its functions. I particularly enjoyed learning from 

some strangely familiar scientists and dissecting ‘jelly brains’ in Year 1. We will send out a letter from 

each year group at the beginning of the topic to inform you about your child’s new learning enabling 

you to share in the experience at home. The topics are planned for delivery in the second half of this 

term.  We have updated our website to include information about IPC on the curriculum section if you 

would like further details.  

Outdoor Learning Environment 

The Jubilee garden is looking spectacular thanks to the hard work of Mr. Rocky and his team. We 

hope to be able to use this fantastic resource from the Autumn Term and plan to hold a grand 

opening, details to follow.  

I am delighted to announce that the PTA has agreed to support a new project to develop our KS2 play 

area. We are hoping to make the area a more inspiring environment to stimulate creative and 

cooperative play. This will enable all children to benefit from the play experience and to ensure even 

better relationships between our pupils.   

Events 

On Friday 29th April I will become a pupil for the day as part of the ‘Head Teacher for the Day’ prize 

from the recent auction at the PTA Spring Ball. I will be joining 1D for the morning, taking part in their 

English and Maths lessons. I am sure Mrs. Kitchen is very excited!  

Dads’ afternoon and PTA Friday Fest  

We are hoping that many Dads will be able to join us on Friday 17th June for our annual Dads’ 

afternoon. Mrs. Thelwell is busily organising some exciting events for you to take part in. Further to 

this, the PTA is running a new and exciting event in a change from previous years. Friday Fest will 

take place instead of the traditional Saturday Fun Day this year. We will open the event at 3.30pm in 

the Key Stage 2 playground and will be featuring many fun stalls, BBQ & bar, music, inflatables, 

tombolas and many competitions to entertain all ages. We hope all pupils and their families will be 

able to join us at some point over the course of the afternoon and early evening, for some yummy 

food and fantastic fun before we finish at 7.30pm. 

Please see the attached diary for further exciting opportunities.  

 



 

 

Summer Holiday Provision  

I have great pleasure in confirming that we will be providing Summer Holiday provision for the first 4 

weeks of the holidays (Monday 25th July to Friday 19th August). We have been liaising with various 

providers and Mrs. Hales and I have created a plan that we hope will offer a range of activities that 

are both fun and structured for the children. We are awaiting the final documents and will be sending 

these out to you as soon as possible.  

Retirement 

Mr. Stevens our Site Manager will be retiring from Dorridge Primary on Friday 29th April. He has been 

at Dorridge for 13 years and he will be sadly missed. We wish Mr. Stevens a happy, healthy and 

restful retirement and hope he will come back and visit us on a regular basis. We will be holding 

interviews for his position in May.  

I wish you all a very healthy and happy term and very much look forward to sharing all of the 

upcoming events with you. 

Thank you for your continued and invaluable support.  

 

Mrs Ashe 

s22rashe@dorridge.solihull.sch.uk.  
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Dates For Your Diary 2016 

APRIL   

11-14.04.16 Afternoon Class 5D Bikeability 

18-22.04.16 Afternoon Class 5P Bikeability 

25-29.04.16 Afternoon Class 5S Bikeability 

22.04.16 6.pm – 7.30pm KS 2 PTA Disco 

26.04.16 8.30am - 8.45am KS2 HSBC Bank 

28.04.16 Afternoon Yr 2 FA Girls Football 

29.04.16 Afternoon Yr 2 FA Girls Football 

MAY   

05.05.16  Inset Day School Closed 

09-12.05.16  KS2 SATs YR6 

09.05.16 All day Yr 4 trip to Chedworth Roman Villa 

09.05.16 7.30pm PTA Meeting KS1 Hall 

11.05.16 AM or PM Yr 5 visit to Barston Ford 

11.05.16  Yr3 Benchball Festival at Arden 

17.05.16 All day Yr 1 visit to the Black Country Museum 

23.05.16 All day Class Photos KS 1 

24.05.16 All day Class Photos KS 2 

24.05.16 8.30am - 8.45am KS2 HSBC Bank 

24.05.16 14.50 Guitar Concert Music Room KS2 

25.05.16 All day Yr 5 visit to Yorkshire Sculpture Park 

27.05.16 All day Yr 2 Visit to Sea Life Centre 

JUNE   

06.06.16  Inset Day School Closed 

13.06.16 7.30pm PTA Meeting KS1 Hall 

13–17.06.16  Sports & Healthy Living Week 

14.06.16 8.30am - 8.45am KS2 HSBC Bank 

17.06.16 2pm KS1 & 2 Dads Afternoon 

17.06.16 3.30pm – 7.30pm PTA Summer Fair – Fun Fest Friday 

20.06.16 Tudor Grange Yr 5/6 Borough Sports after school 

22.06.16 Tudor Grange Yr 5/6 Borough Sports after school 

22.06.16 7pm KS 1 Hall New Reception Intake Meeting 7pm  

23.06.16 All day School Closed European Referendum 

24.06.16 10.50am -11.20am Woodwind & Orchestra KS2 Assembly 

28.06.16 8.30am - 8.45am KS2 HSBC Bank (Final bank of school year) 

28.06.16 Morning visit Yr R and Nursery AM visit to Warwick Arts 
Centre 

28.06.16  Yr 6 Loudmouth Theatre 9 – 2.30pm 

29.06.16 Afternoon Visit Nursery PM visit to Warwick Arts Centre 

29.06.16 All day Yr 7 Induction Day at Arden for Yr 6 pupils 

30.06.16 9am – 10am KS 2  SEN Coffee Morning 

30.06.16 All day Yr 3 trip to the Botanical Gardens 

30.06.16 7pm KS 1 Hall New Nursery Intake Meeting 



 

 

 
 
 
 

YEAR GROUP NEWS 
 

Nursery 

This term our topic is All Creatures Great & Small and once again we will be having lots of 

fun in Nursery. 

Through an exciting range of books, both fiction and non-fiction, the children will be learning 

about farmyard animals, jungle animals and sea creatures. We look at their habitats-

comparing these to where we live, having fun with animal sounds and learning about animal 

babies. We will also be visiting the theatre to watch a version of ‘Tiddler’ by Julia Donaldson, 

a book about a story-telling fish. 

 

We continue by learning about mini-beasts and nocturnal animals, sorting them into different 

groups and looking at life cycles. We continue our animal theme by learning about pets and 

finding out how to care for them.  

 

In our final term, we will be concentrating on transition, by holding a Teddy Bear’s picnic with 

new children entering the year group, meeting our new teachers and visiting Reception 

classrooms. 

Our grand finale will be celebrating the end of our school year with our Nursery Concert. 
 
‘FootieBugs’ will continue for Afternoon Nursery, developing basic ball and coordination 
skills. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

JULY   

04.07.16 7.30pm PTA Meeting KS1 Hall 

04.07.16 1.30pm School Field Sports Day EYFS -1.30 – 2pm   
                   KS 1 - 2 - 3.30pm 

05.07.16 7pm KS 2 Hall Yr 6 Leavers’ Concert 

06.07.16  Yr 2 Kick Rounders Festival 

06.07.16 1.45pm School Field Sports Day KS 2 

11-15.07.16  Year 6 PGL Residential Visit 

12.07.16 KS 1 Hall Year Reception Concert 2.30pm 

12.07.16 3.30 – 4.15pm Walkabout 

15.07.16 10am & 2pm Nursery Concert 

18.07.16 Every morning Year 2 & 3 Swimming Week 

18.07.16  Reports Home 

19.07.16 7pm KS 2 Hall Year 6 Prize Giving Assembly 

20.07.16 6– 7.30pm KS 2 Hall  Year 6 Disco 



 

 

Reception  

 

Our learning this Summer term will be based around ‘Growing’ and ‘Tradition Tales’, building 

upon our skills in all areas of learning.   

 

We will be exploring an exciting range of books such as ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ and ‘The 

Three Little Pigs’. These books will stimulate creativity when we are designing and building 

houses, growing and looking after Beans and Sunflowers and reading non-fiction books. The 

children are continuing with their guided reading and guided writing activities, helping them 

to become more confident readers and independent writers.  

 

During Mathematics sessions we shall continue to develop our number recognition and 

counting skills; we are now beginning to use larger numbers. We shall also be working on 

addition and subtraction, using positional language and understanding symmetry and 

pattern.  

 

Forest School will be continuing which we enjoyed immensely last term. ‘FootieBugs’ will 

continue for Reception, developing ball skills and coordination skills.    

 

Throughout this term we will be focusing on Transition into Year 1 and we will be continuing 

to develop and enhance our relationships and behaviour.  

 

Year 1  
 
This term our focus is ‘Town and Country’ and Year 1 will be learning all about the different 

types of houses around the country and how they have changed and developed over time. 

This links with this term’s Design and Technology project on ‘Homes’, where the children will 

design and make a model of a home. We are also looking forward to a trip to the Black 

Country Living Museum in May to enhance this work as well as learning about the 

Victorians. 

Our Art work will involve a study of the artist Giuseppe Arcimboldo. They will produce an 

imaginative portrait made of objects such as fruit and vegetables. 

In Science our topic is ’Plants’ where the children will plant seeds and observe the growth of 
their plants over a period of weeks. In addition to this, they will learn about some common 
native flowering plants and trees. Over the next couple of months we will be studying the 
environmental changes that Spring and Summer bring too. 
 
After half term we will be linking our learning to the ‘Rio 2016 Olympic Games’.  

1D will be doing ‘Yoga Bugs’ sessions every Friday of this term.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

Year 2  

In Year 2 we are learning about animals and their habitats. We will be investigating four 
habitats: the ocean, the desert, the rainforest and the Arctic. We will be exploring the 
climate, landscape and plant and animal inhabitants of each place. Comparing, contrasting 
and studying the animals of each habitat will allow us to learn about how they have adapted 
to survive. We will be learning about food chains and eco systems and how each animal and 
plant plays an important role. 

In Literacy we will be looking at stories, poetry and factual writing. We will be writing reports 
about the creatures and habitats we learn about and exploring alternative and funny 
fairytales. We will be engaging with characters, settings and events and writing our own 
stories using these as inspiration. We will also be reading and writing instructions, poetry, 
information reports and lots more stories. We will be continuing to learn the new spelling and 
grammar for our year group. 

Maths will include lots of problem solving and challenges. We will continue to develop our 
skills and understanding of number, time, fractions, shapes and data handling.  

Science is all about growing plants. We will be investigating conditions plants need to grow 
and spending time in our school garden and studying the pond life. We will be looking at the 
different parts of plants in detail and learning about how they work together. 

Year 3 

Sporting events are certainly a highlight for Year 3 this term with both golf and bench ball 
festivals allowing the children greater opportunities to demonstrate their amazing skills. A 
week of swimming lessons will also add to the fun. 
 
The spotlight remains firmly on English, as we bring play scripts to centre stage, create tales 
of adventure and mystery and hook in the reader’s attention with our persuasive writing. 
Maths will continue to be as busy and challenging too, as there remains a multitude of 
problems, which need solving! 
 
In Science, Light is the first topic for discussion, closely followed by Plants cultivating our 
interest before we explore The Botanical Gardens in Birmingham. 
 
Within Geography lessons, the topic of conversation will be the weather before we finally 
return to where we began the year in History to continue on our timeline into the Iron Age to 
investigate Celtic life. 
 
 
Year 4  
 
We have a lot to look forward to in the summer term. Our new theme ‘The Roman Invasion 
of Britain’ is getting under way with some eye-catching title pages and careful timeline work 
already complete. We look forward to our upcoming visit to a real Roman villa, where we will 
learn all about Roman ways of life and get to handle some authentic Roman artefacts. 
This term, as part of our Wider Opportunities lessons, 4D will have the opportunity to 
participate in the String Explosion Concert at Warwick Arts Centre.  
 
Forthcoming Science topics include digestion, the environment and classification of animals. 
In Literacy we shall be writing persuasive and explanation texts, exploring forms of poetry 
and studying stories with issues and dilemmas. 



 

 

 
PE looks set to be busy this term too. Cricket coaching sessions will be starting, in 
preparation for the cricket festival at Knowle Cricket Club, where we look forward to showing 
off our improved bowling and batting skills. We are also lucky enough to have a number of 
tennis coaching sessions this term. 
 
It’s a good job we have a long (let’s hope sunny) summer term to fit all of this learning in! 

 
Year 5 

In the Summer Term we will begin our Wild Water theme, studying the formation of rivers. 

The field study of the River Blythe at Barston Ford, gives us an excellent opportunity to 

consolidate this learning. Children will research two contrasting world rivers: The Orinoco 

and The Danube, using mind-mapping skills. This will then lead onto group research and 

presentations on a range of rivers around the world.   

Our planned visit to Yorkshire Sculpture Park is keenly anticipated. Children will be escorted 
around the park by educator/artists and made to think and question their understanding and 
preconceptions about sculpture. In the afternoon they will make sculptures from a range of 
found objects. On our return to school the children will create their own sculptures, using 
paper, clay and wire and paper mache. Our Science work will be about Lifecycles, plant 
animal and human. 
 
In English the children will make a journey of discovery, along with Naledi in Journey to 
Jo’burg, learning about apartheid. Later this term we will be studying the poem, Night of the 
Gargoyles, to create a performance. Our final D&T project will be making a tasty loaf of 
bread for a picnic.  
 
We also have some super sports opportunities this term, from Bikeability, Warwickshire CC 
cricket coaching, including an inter-schools festival. 

Year 6  

We are anticipating a busy final term of Primary School.  We are spending the first few 
weeks preparing for SATs but are looking forward to several fun events afterwards, including 
transition days, our end of year performance and PGL. Further information about PGL will be 
sent out much nearer the time. 
 
Our history study focuses on the Maya civilization and the evidence we have for this. 
 
We are particularly excited about joining up with Arden’s D&T department to design cars 
using ICT, print and laser cut them, and then install a circuit. The Dorridge Grand Prix comes 
soon! 
 
We have a tennis coach working with us this half term during our PE lessons and we are 
also learning a range of athletics skills in preparation for the Borough Sports. All pupils will 
be encouraged to record and then beat their personal best on a score card. 
 
During PSHE lessons we will be considering changes and relationships and are also 
expecting a visit from Loudmouth Theatre Group exploring the changing relationships 
between boys and girls and their feelings. 
 



 

 

We will also be involved in transition projects with our local secondary school; usually a 
range of subject teachers visit to inspire the pupils (this work is relevant to all pupils, 
regardless of their choice of school for next year). 
 

KEY STAGE 1 CLUBS  

 
KEY STAGE 2 CLUBS 

 

Monday 3.30-4.30pm Y3 & Y4 
Cricket 

Complete Cricket School 
Field/Playground 

Tuesday 3.30-4.45pm Y5 & 6 Boys 
Football 

Mr Tolman School Field 

 Lunchtime Y5 & 6 Tag 
Rugby 

Mr Poole School Field 

 Lunchtime Y5 & Y6 
Homework Club 

Mrs Horswill Mrs Horswill’s 
classroom 

Wednesday Lunchtime Stationery Shop Mrs Train Library 

 3.30-4.30pm Cookery Club Bayleaf Cookery 
School 

Mrs Davis/Mrs 
Watson’s Room 

Thursday Lunchtime Y3-Y6 Choir Mrs Shackley & 
Music Service 

Music Room 

 3.30-5.00pm Y3 & 4 
Football 

Solihull Moors School Field 

Friday Breaktime Orchestra Mr Salt Music Room 

 Lunchtime 
12.50-1.10pm 

Eco Council Mrs Brookson KS1 ICT Suite 

 3.30-4.30pm Cheerleading Animated Dance KS2 Hall 

 3.30-4.30pm Y5 & Y6 Complete Cricket School 
Field/Playground 

 

Children attending after school clubs must be collected from the club location promptly at 
their finishing time. They are not permitted to walk down to Hanbury Road at this time.  
Clubs run by external providers will incur a charge and details, including start dates,  
will be provided. 

Day Club 
Places 
Available 

Dates 

Monday 
Multi-Sports 
3.30 – 5pm 
(9 weeks) 

30 18/04, 25/04, 09/05, 16/05, 23/05 
13/06, 20/06, 27/06, 04/07 

 
Cricket Yr 2 only 30 18/04, 25/04, 09/05, 16/05, 23/05 

13/06, 20/06, 27/06, 04/07, 11/07, 18/07 

Tuesday 
Gymnastics 
3.30 – 5pm 
(11 weeks) 

30 19/04, 26/04, 03/05, 10/05, 17/05, 24/05, 07/06 
14/06, 21/06, 28/06, 05/07 

Wednesday 
Solihull Moors Football 
3.30pm – 5.00pm 
(11 weeks) 

30 20/04, 27/04, 04/05, 11/05, 18/05, 25/05 
08/06, 15/06, 22/06, 29/06, 06/07 

Thursday 
Street Dance 
(9 weeks) 
3.30 – 4.30pm 

30 21/04, 28/04, 12/05, 19/05, 26/05 
09/06, 16/06, 30/06, 07/07 

Friday  
Animated Dance-
Cheerleading  
3:30-4:30pm 

30 Every Friday until the end of term  

 
Gardening Club 
Lunchtime Y2 Mr Rocky 

15 See separate correspondence. Club runs in half term 
blocks 

 
French Club 
3.30 – 4pm 
Monday Yr 1 Friday Yr 2 

 Booked separately 


