
 

  

 
SPRING TERM NEWSLETTER 2017 

 

Happy New Year! from everyone at Dorridge Primary.  
 
Welcome back to this exciting Spring Term. I hope you had a wonderful 
Christmas and enjoyed some special family time together. The Spring Term 
holds lots of opportunities to come together as a community including our PTA 
Spring Ball, Quiz night, Charity Fortnight and Science Week. We also have 
lots of fun filled activities planned to enhance the delivery of our curriculum for 
the children. Thank you again for your continued support, we really value the 
relationship between home and school ensuring that all of our children enjoy,  
succeed and continue to grow. 
 

 
YEAR GROUP NEWS 

 

Nursery 

This term our learning will be based around ‘Traditional Tales’. Each fortnight we will be 
looking at a new book, with titles including: The Ugly Duckling, Gingerbread Man, The 
Enormous Turnip, Little Red Riding Hood and Billy Goat Gruff.  
 
In Phonics, we will be continuing with our Phase 1 ‘Letters and Sounds’ activities and in 
addition will be introducing a ‘Letter of the Week’ using fun songs from Jolly Phonics. The 
children will begin to practise name writing using the school cursive script.  
 
Our mathematics will be based on recognition, reciting and quantity of numerals, identifying 
2D and 3D shapes around the setting as well as investigating capacity and weight. 
  
Throughout the spring and summer terms, the children will be taking part in Footy Bugs, an 
exciting PE program combining traditional football skills and storytelling adventures.  
 
Finally, we will continue to develop our social skills; working together as a team, listening to 

each other and sharing. 

Weather 

As the weather is still cold, please ensure your child has a hat, scarf and gloves. Please 
make sure all items are clearly named to stop any confusion or lost items. 

PE Kits and School Uniform 

Please ensure that everything is labelled. The children are becoming more independent now 
and we do change pumps for PE weekly, have our coats on and off throughout the day and 
children’s clothing can sometimes be mixed up. 

 

 



 

 

Reception  

 

To start off this brand new year our learning this term will be based around ‘Journey’s.’ We 

will be developing and embedding skills that the children have been learning during their first 

term in Reception. We will be exploring an exciting range of books, such as ‘We’re Going on 

a Bear Hunt’, to enhance their experience and further their knowledge. The children will be 

taking part in daily guided reading and writing activities where they are developing their 

reading and writing skills in small groups. In our Mathematics sessions we shall continue to 

develop our number recognition and counting skills. We shall also be doing some simple 

addition and subtraction and using mathematical language to describe shape. Throughout 

the term we will be focusing on working as a team, sharing and considering each other’s 

feelings. We shall also be looking at how to manage our emotions. We will continue taking 

part in Forest School this term. This initiative aims to encourage and inspire individuals 

through an innovative, long term, educational approach to outdoor play and learning in a 

woodland environment. 

 

Year 1  

 

Year 1 are kick-starting the new year with an exciting ICT and Computing unit, based on 

Photography, called ‘Say Cheese’. As well as a visit from a photographer, we will be 

dressing up, holding our own cat-walk show and taking photographs as part of our entry 

point into the unit. Furthermore, we will be learning how to take the perfect picture and how 

to edit and print these on a computer. In Science, for the first half of the term, we will learn 

about weather around the world. This will involve studying different aspects of the weather 

and we will learn how different weather is associated with different seasons. During ‘Science 

Week’ our focus will be on animals in a topic called ‘Live and Let live’. We will look at what a 

living thing is and we will study a range of British animals. The children will discover the 

groups that animals belong to and understand that each class has different characteristics. 

Our RE topic for the first half term is called ‘What is the Holy Bible?’ We look forward to 

visiting St Philips church and talking to Rev. Duncan Hill-Brown to support our work in this 

unit. This term, 1D will be doing ‘Yoga Bugs’ sessions every Friday afternoon. As part of our 

PE we will also be taking part, alongside other Primary Schools, in a ‘Gymnastics Festival’ at 

Arden School on 8th February. 

  

 

Year 2  

The new term begins with some exciting new units of work focussing on the senses; ‘Look 

and Listen’ and ‘Sensational’. Our topic begins with exploring different environments using 

each of our senses. We will also have the opportunity to experience life without one of our 

senses and how this can change the way we interact with the world. The children will have 

the chance to create their own musical instruments and explore how sounds can be 

changed. They will also be creating their own musical performances using their instruments. 

Next half term, we will be looking at a hair-raising unit about electricity called ‘It’s Shocking’. 

The children will be learning about battery and mains electricity and explore how to make 

simple electrical circuits. They will also learn about how electricity has enhanced our lives 

and what life was like before electricity. Our daily English, Phonics and Maths sessions will 



 

 

be practical, engaging and, wherever possible, linked in to our overall topic. We are 

continuing to focus on reading for pleasure as well as working hard on comprehension skills 

and different text types.  

Year 3 

We have been delighted with the children’s response to our study of the Stone Age, which 
has really captured their imaginations. At the end of January we will be visited by Dominic, 
an expert historian from ‘Portals to the Past’, who really brings the topic to life in exciting 
ways. 
Following on from this, we will begin our ‘Different Places, Similar Lives’ topic in which 
children learn about life in different localities; from climate to culture, we will compare our 
lives with the lives of others and forge links with these communities. 
Other topics include: ‘Rocks’ and then ‘Magnets’ in our Science curriculum; ‘Numbers’ in 
French, ‘Going for Goals’ in PSHE and ‘Digital Gamers’ in ICT. 
 
Year 4  
 
In Year 4 we have begun our ‘Active Planet' topic. We will be learning about mountain 
ranges in the UK and around the world, understanding how volcanoes erupt, how 
earthquakes happen and what the impact of these is like on communities. We can’t wait to 
make exploding volcano models too! 
  
Science in the Spring term is very exciting. We will be learning about electricity, including 
keeping safe and learning about circuits and conductors. During the second half of the term 
we will be engaging in National Science, Engineering and Technology week, where we will 
learn about sound. 
  
In Art we have begun a new topic on ‘Pop Art’. We will be learning about famous artists from 
the ‘Pop Art’ movement and exploring how to create our very own pictures in the style of Roy 
Lichtenstein. We are also looking forward to our tasty DT project, in the second half of the 
term, in which we will make savoury scones. 

 

Year 5 

Mission to Mars has already captivated the interest and enthusiasm of Year 5 as we start the 

New Year. The first of our IPC topics this term encompasses and links many areas of the 

curriculum from Science to Geography through to History and Technology. Our PE and 

Music are also related to this Space theme enabling the children to perform by means of 

dance and composition of soundscapes. A Weather and Climate unit will be a following 

focus as we discuss how differences in both affect our lives and our lifestyles. Within 

English, our attention will be drawn to studying recounts and classic authors. Sikhism will be 

experienced in RE to begin with followed by Christianity as the term progresses towards 

Easter. 

During an exciting Science week in March, we are looking forward to exploring ‘The Big 

Bang’ exhibition at the NEC where there will be the opportunity to engage in Science 

workshops and demonstrations. 

To support the children’s safety and to boost their skills to ride confidently, ‘Bikeability’, 

based on the government approved National Standards for Cycle Training, will also take 

place towards the end of the term. 



 

 

Year 6 

This term in English we are looking forward to spending the first half term in the Antarctic, 
learning about the adventures of Captain Scott (and through this exploiting many 
opportunities for writing and grammar!) 
 
In the second half term we are basing our work on 'Journey to the River Sea' by Eva 
Ibbotson. Maths continues to build on last term's work across all areas with a particular focus 
on improving arithmetic. 
 
Our Science unit, Evolution and Adaptation ties in neatly with our IPC unit 'Out of Africa'. 
Through this, we will be learning about how life on Earth evolved and how closely linked we 
are to other species. We will be thinking about how animals are adapted to survive in 
different environments and finding out who Charles Darwin was. 
In PE lessons we are continuing to work on skills as well as mini games and running our mile 
a day. 

 
SPORTS CLUBS AND AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITIES  

KEY STAGE 1 CLUBS  

 
KEY STAGE 2 CLUBS  

 

Day Club Year Time Dates 

Monday Complete Cricket          2,3,4 3.30-4.30pm Feb 27th to April 3rd  
 Fit4Schools Football      5, 6 3.30-4.30pm Jan 9th to April 3rd 
 Girls’ Football Training Mr Poole 4,5,6 3.30-4.30pm  
Tuesday Boys’ Football Training  Mr Melville 5, 6 3.30-4.30pm  
Tuesday Netball Club Mrs Davis 5, 6  3.30-4.30pm  
Wednesday Bayleaf Cookery             

 
3  Jan 11th to April 5

th
 (no club 

March 8th Parents Evening) 
 Fit4Schools Football       3, 4  Jan 18

th
 to April 5

th
 (no club  

March 8th Parents Evening) 
Thursday Animated Academy – Gymnastics     3.30-4.30pm Jan 5th to April 6

th
 (no club  

March 9th Parents Evening) 
Friday Animated Academy - Dance  3.30-4.30pm Jan 6th to April 7th 

 

Day Club Time Dates 

Monday 
Multi-Sports  3.30 – 5pm 
(10 weeks) 

3.30 – 5pm 16/01, 23/01, 30/01, 06/02, 13/02,  
27/02, 06/03, 13/03, 20/03, 27/03 

Tuesday 
Gymnastics   
(10 weeks) 

3.30 – 5pm 17/01, 24/01, 31/01, 07/02, 14/02, 
28/02, 07/03, 14/03, 21/03, 28/03 

Wednesday 
Solihull Moors Football 
3.30pm – 5.00pm 
(9 weeks) 

3.30 – 5pm 18/01, 25/01, 01/02, 08/02, 15/02, 
01/03, 15/03, 22/03, 29/03 
No session on 08/03 Parents Evening 

Thursday 
Street Dance   
(9  weeks) 
 

3.30 – 4.30pm 19/01, 26/01, 02/02, 09/02, 16/02 
02/03, 16/03, 23/03, 30/03 
No session on 09/03 Parents Evening 

Friday  
Animated Dance/Cheerleading         3.30 - 4.30pm Every Friday until the end of term  

 
Gardening Club Lunchtime  
Year 2   Mr Rocky 

 See separate correspondence.  
Club runs in half term blocks 

 
French Club     
Monday Year 1 Tuesday  Year 2 

3.30 – 4pm Booked separately 


