
 

  

 

SPRING TERM NEWSLETTER 2016 

A very Happy New Year from everyone at Dorridge Primary.  
This is an exciting term, with our Spring Ball, Quiz Night, Charity Fortnight and 
Science Week to look forward to. We have lots of fun filled activities planned 
as well as introducing the new IPC curriculum to ensure the children enjoy a 
very happy and stimulating time at school.  
 

 Dates for Your  Diary 2016 

JANUARY   

04.01.16  Inset Day School Closed 

05.01.16  Inset Day School Closed 

21.01.16  British Heart Foundation Assembly  

25.01.16 7pm KS 2 Hall Assessment Meeting for Parents 

FEBRUARY   

01-12.02.16  Charity Fortnight 

02.02.16 KS 1 Hall Kinetic Theatre Group visiting KS 1 

05.02.16 KS 2 Hall PTA Quiz Night 

8/9/10.02.16  Synagogue Visits Yr 1 

12.02.16  Non Uniform Dress in Red Day 

23.02.16  7pm KS 2 Hall Year 6 SATs Meeting for Parents 

MARCH   

02.03.16 KS1 4-7pm / KS 2 5-8pm Parents’ Evening 

03.03.16 KS 1 5-8pm / KS 2 4-7pm Parents’ Evening 

04.03.16 2pm KS 1 & 2 Mums’ Afternoon 

11.03.16  Spring Ball 

14-18.03.16  Science Week 

14.03.16 2pm & 7pm International P Curriculum Meeting for Parents 

15.03.16 7pm KS 1 Hall Yr 2 Parents SATs Meeting 

17.03.16 NEC Big Bang Yr 6 Trip 

APRIL   

11-14.04.16 Afternoons Class 5D Bikeability 

18-22.04.16 Afternoons Class 5P Bikeability 

25-29.04.16 Afternoons Class 5S Bikeability 

MAY   

05.05.16  Inset Day School Closed 

23.05.16 All day Class Photos KS 1 

24.05.16 All day Class Photos KS 2 

JUNE   

06.06.16  Inset Day School Closed 

17.06.16 2pm KS1 & 2 Dads Afternoon 

18.06.16 12pm – 3pm Summer Fair 

22.06.16 7pm KS 1 Hall New Reception Intake Meeting 

28.06.16 9 – 2.30pm Yr 6 Loudmouth Theatre  

30.06.16 7pm KS 1 Hall New Nursery Intake Meeting 



 

 

 
YEAR GROUP NEWS 

Nursery 
 

This term our learning will be based around ‘Traditional Tales’. Each fortnight we will be 

looking at a new book, with titles including: The Ugly Duckling, Gingerbread Man, The 

Enormous Turnip, Little Red Riding Hood and Billy Goat Gruff.  
 

We will be introducing a ‘Letter of the Week’ and practising writing our names using the 

school cursive script.  
 

Throughout the spring and summer terms, the children will be taking part in Footy Bugs, an 

exciting PE program combining traditional football skills and storytelling adventures.  
 

Finally, we will continue to develop our social skills; working together as a team, listening to 

each other and sharing. 

 

Reception  
 

To start off this brand new year our learning this term will be based around ‘Journey’s.’   

We will be developing and embedding skills that the children have been learning during their 

first term in Reception.   
 

We will be exploring an exciting range of books, such as ‘We’re Going on a Bear Hunt’, to 

enhance their experience and further their knowledge. The children are now taking part in 

daily guided reading and guided writing activities where they are developing their reading 

and writing skills in small groups.  

In our Mathematics sessions we shall continue to develop our number recognition and 

counting skills. We shall also be doing some simple addition and subtraction and using 

mathematical language to describe shape.  
 

Throughout the term we will be focusing on working as a team, sharing and considering 

each other’s feelings. We shall also be looking at how to manage our emotions.  

We are very excited to be taking part in Forest School this term. This initiative aims to 

encourage and inspire individuals through an innovative, long term, educational approach to 

outdoor play and learning in a woodland environment.  

 

 

JULY   

04.07.16 1.45pm School Field Sports Day KS 1 

06.07.16 1.45pm School Field Sports day KS 2 

11.07.16 KS 2 Hall SEN Coffee Morning 

11-15.07.16  Year 6 PGL Residential Visit 

12.07.16  Year Reception Concert 2.30pm 

12.07.16  Walkabout 

15.07.16 10am & 2pm Nursery Concert 

18.07.16 Every morning Year 2 & 3 Swimming Week 

18.07.16  Reports Home 

20.07.16 6 – 7.30pm KS 2 Hall  Year 6 Disco 

22.07.16 9.30 KS 2 Hall Year 6 Prize Giving Assembly 



 

 

Year 1  

 

As part of our Spring topic, ‘Hot and Cold’, we will use maps, atlases and globes to help us 

to locate hot and cold parts of the world. We will find out about the physical and human 

features of contrasting places, particularly the Arctic and Australia, and we will learn about 

some of the animals that live there. 

 

In Science, for the first half of the term, we will learn about weather around the world. This 

will involve studying different aspects of the weather and we will learn how different weather 

is associated with different seasons.  During ‘Science Week’ our focus will be on the animal 

kingdom. We will look at a range of familiar and unfamiliar British animals and establish 

some basic ideas about what constitutes an animal.  We will discover the groups that 

animals belong to and understand that each class has different characteristics. 

 

This term’s Art focus is based on Australian Aboriginal art. We will use different media and 

techniques to create designs similar to the paintings the aborigines created in rocks and 

caves. 

 

At the beginning of February, we look forward to visiting a local synagogue to support our 

work in RE about Judaism. 

 

Furthermore, 1S are looking forward to starting ‘Yoga Bugs’ sessions every Friday of this 

term. We will also be taking part, alongside other primary schools, in a ‘Gymnastics Festival’ 

at Arden School. 

 

Year 2  

 

This term we are looking at Africa in Year 2. We will be studying and artwork of Kenyan artist 

Gakonga, and having a go at creating our own pieces in his style. We will be applying our 

map work and research skills to learn about the physical and human landscape of the 

continent, the variety of countries and cultures and how the lives of African children contrast 

with our own. We will be exploring and creating class quilts using traditional African patterns. 

 

Our daily Literacy, Phonics and Maths sessions will be practical, engaging and, wherever 

possible, linked in to our overall topic. We are focusing on reading for pleasure this year and 

will be encouraging all children to read as often and as widely as possible and to share their 

thoughts and reviews with us and their classmates. We are learning lots of new grammar to 

develop our writing and continuing to work with a range of stories and information texts. In 

Science we are learning about materials and their different properties and uses. 

 

Our role play area is a poetry performance space, building on the work we did on this last 

term.  

 

We have lots of exciting PE and ICT opportunities ahead and we will be continuing with our 

year group gardening club each Friday. In Science we are learning about materials and their 

different properties and uses. 

 



 

 

Year 3 

 

After beginning with a spot of time travelling back to Ancient Egypt, Year 3 are looking 

forward to fully immersing themselves into an exploration of the history of this civilisation.  

 

This theme will also be providing a stimulus for many of our geographical, musical and art 

projects throughout another engaging term. Studying Myths and Legends will provide 

inspiration for our writing too, together with an in depth analysis of a variety of poetry.  

 

In Science, our interesting investigations will centre on the topics of Forces and Magnets, 

followed by Rocks and Soils. Within Computing, becoming ‘bug fixers’ is our aim whilst we 

busy ourselves finding solutions to given problems.  

 

Designing and creating biscuits just in time for Easter is the basis for the technology aspect 

of our curriculum with badminton being a focus for P.E. In addition, Forest School activities 

will continue for those children who are eagerly waiting a turn to take their learning out into 

the local environment. 

 

Year 4  

 

In Year 4 we have begun our ‘Mountains, Volcanoes and Earthquakes’ topic. We will be 

learning about mountain ranges in the UK and around the world, understanding how 

volcanoes erupt, how earthquakes happen and what the impact of these is like on 

communities. We can’t wait to make exploding volcano models too! 

 

Science in the Spring term is very exciting. We will be learning about electricity, including 

keeping safe and learning about circuits and conductors. During the second half of the term 

we will be engaging in National Science, Engineering and Technology week, where we will 

learn about sound. 

 

In Art we have begun a new topic on Pop Art. We will be learning about famous artists from 

the ‘Pop Art’ movement and exploring how to create our very own pictures in the style of Roy 

Lichtenstein. We are also looking forward to our tasty DT project, in the second half of the 

term, on savoury scones. 

 

Year 5 

 

This term we continue with a history theme, ‘The Inventive Victorians’. We will begin by 

finding out who the Victorians were and learn more about Queen Victoria. Using maps and 

observations we discover what Victorian Dorridge was like; the buildings that are still here 

today and how we recognise them. We will use census information for the people who lived 

here over 100 years ago. The coming of the railway and the changes it made to Dorridge will 

also feature. The children will discover what life was like for Victorian children, both rich and 

poor. This will be experienced in our celebration of a Victorian school day – where children 

will have to be ‘seen and not heard’. Many items we use daily were invented in Victorian 

times and we will explore the legacy of those Great Victorians. 



 

 

Both our Art and D&T projects link with the Victorian theme. In Art we will look at the designs 

of William Morris and the Arts and Crafts movement, with the children designing their own 

motifs and printing these in repeated patterns. Moving toys is our D&T theme, where 

children will make traditional toys using cams as in old fashioned toys. 

In our Science work we will discover about forces and mixtures. In English we will focus on 

classic authors and Philip Pullman, linking non-fiction work to flight and forces in Science. 

Sikhism is experienced in RE and as we work towards Easter we will explore the Easter 

story. 
 

We are planning a visit to Safeside at the West Midlands Fire Service headquarters for 

experiential work on making safe choices in the wider world e.g. on public transport. 

 

Year 6  
 

This term in our English lessons we will be studying the works of Michael Morpurgo, learning 

how to write an argument, studying classic poetry, persuasion and writing stories with 

flashbacks (inspired by Harry Potter). In addition to this, there will be a greater focus on 

grammar and spelling activities to help children prepare for their SATs. In Maths the most 

significant change will be the extra focus on written arithmetic rather than mental maths, 

which the children will practise weekly in lessons. 
 

Our science topics are the heart and lungs and electricity, with opportunities to design, carry 

out and evaluate experiments. Through theme we will be exploring extreme weather 

conditions, the Maya and the works of Impressionist artists (as well as creating our own 

gallery). 
 

PE provision continues with skills, skills-based games and mini competitions leading to a 

tournament to win the very popular inter-house cup to end the half term; our main sport will 

be football although we are also entering an indoor athletics tournament against other local 

schools. 
 

We are also planning a visit to the NEC for 'The Big Bang' exhibition to learn more about 

Science and how it is used in the world. 

 

 

Darby's provides term-time wraparound care for pupils in Dorridge Primary School. We 

have received occasional queries about possible holiday club provision, so are trying to 

gauge the needs in order to work out whether we would be able to meet them. To get some 

useful information, we would be grateful if you could answer a few questions for us. 

 

At the moment we have made no firm decisions on whether or not to offer any holiday time 

provision, so please do not take this survey as an indication that we will be able to help with 

your childcare needs. However, answering the questions in the survey will help us design 

any potential service to try and meet requirements. 

All your answers to this survey will be anonymous. If you are interested please complete our 

survey on the following link. 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/XG36HKT 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/XG36HKT

