
 

 

ISSUE NO. 2 – NOVEMBER 2018 

CHAIR’S WELCOME – SAJIDA GOLBY 

Welcome everyone – we are proud to 

present our second official newsletter! 

We have had a busy few months working 

closely with the local authority representing 

parents’ views. We have continued to be 

involved in the SEND Board and EDSEND 

Meetings as well as the Local Offer Task 

and Finish Group. 

We recently ran a survey about people’s 

experiences of reasonable adjustments in 

Solihull schools. Our findings will be 

presented to the board, be available on our 

website, and also summarised in our next newsletter – hold the front page! 

ABOUT THE SOLIHULL PARENT CARER FORUM 

What Does the Solihull Parent Carer Forum Actually Do??? 

We are a volunteer group of 14 parents, working 

with (but are independent from) Solihull Local 

Authority and Health to ensure the services they 

plan and deliver meet the special needs of 

children and young people, as well as the 

standards required by law. We do this by ensuring 

they are informed of parents' and carers' opinions 

and the issues that they face. We receive grant 

funding from central government to pursue this 

aim. 

Our Management Committee meet monthly to 

discuss the work we’ve been doing which usually involves lots of meetings with local services such 

as education and health. At these meetings we take our knowledge and experience of these 

services as well as those of other parents and ensure they form part of the decisions made. We also 

divide into sub groups to enable us to work in a greater number of areas one of which is planning 

events in order to raise our profile locally – more on that later!  

So hopefully by reading this newsletter you’ll get more of a flavour of the kinds of things we’ve been 

up to lately. We’ve designed an infographic to illustrate this more clearly, overleaf. 
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HEALTHCARE PATHWAY DOCUMENT – SUSIE DZIAMA- ORDINARY MEMBER 

The Solihull Parent Carer Forum was approached to review an ‘Integrated Care Pathway’ 

document. This has been created for children and young people who are born with/acquire a health 

need that requires regular/ongoing nursing 

intervention. The Children’s Community Nursing 

teams in Solihull and Birmingham have collaborated 

to produce this pathway because of the Birmingham 

and Solihull sustainability and transformation 

partnership (STP) that is currently happening across 

the area.  

The Solihull Parent Carer Forum’s role was to 

provide the Professionals with the insight of parents 

who have accessed their services. “It is so important 

to us that we get feedback from people who actually 

access services to ensure we are getting it right!”  

The aim of the pathway is to provide clear steps, processes and timelines for professionals to 

adhere to. Once finalised Parents/carers will have access to the pathway via their Local Authority 

Local Offer website. They have incorporated points where they can check appropriate services are 

in place for the child and their family and have also tried to incorporate the EHCP process. 

The nursing teams appreciate that many of the children who meet ‘criteria’ for ongoing nursing 

intervention have complex medical needs and although not wanting to ‘simplify’ their needs do also 

not want to overcomplicate processes. 

Having met with the Solihull team leader, we discussed the user-friendliness of the document in its 

current format for parents/carers to digest. There were many points raised to improve this as well as 

the idea of producing a more visual representation of the document. The pathway document is still a 

work in progress. 
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ACTIVITY ROUND-UP 

We attend many meetings and events in Solihull. Here are some updates of what some of our 

committee have achieved over the past couple of months. 

 

EdSEND Meeting (Attended by Sajida and Hazel) 

We have been attending these meetings for several months now. The biggest success was showing 

the value of what reasonable adjustments can achieve in a school setting, initially presented with 

anecdotal evidence highlighting the impact lack of reasonable adjustments can have. The SPCF 

offered to undertake a wider (online) survey of parent, carer and young people's views on this, 

which was very much welcomed. This was our first survey, and we look forward to sharing our 

results with you as soon as they are ready. 

Transition Events (Attended by Louise, Hazel, Sarah and Lisa) 

We supported two transition events 

recently, aimed at publicising young 

people’s options as they reach late 

teens. There were some great stalls 

with plenty of information to help 

signpost people to their next step in 

life.  

The youth council delivered a fantastic 

speech and we were able to talk to 

people about our role in advocating for 

better services in the area. 

SEND Board Meeting (Attended by 

Sue, Hazel and Sajida) 

We were once again well received at 

the SEND Board meeting which was 

chaired by Sally Hodges, Director of Children’s Services and Skills. We were invited to engage with 

the youth group, asked to have input into various task and finish groups and we also fed back from 

our summer event. We have the date of 8th June 2019 for our next summer event, and many board 

members expressed their interest in attending. 

Transition Planning Group (Attended by Jane and Su) 

This is a group set up to develop an area wide policy on transition within school years, when 

changing schools, and when leaving the education system for the person's next life stage. It is a 

huge remit, covering many areas for all children and young people in our area, not only those with 

additional needs.   

It is hoped that, with a clear policy for all establishments to follow, schools, parents, carers, children 

and young people will know what to expect and a smoother transition for everyone will be achieved. 

Change is difficult for anyone, and it is hoped this will help. We have only just started this project, 

and anticipate it will take until Easter to produce a policy ready to trial. 
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REACHING OUT TO YOU! 

As a Parent Carer Forum, we decide on three main areas to focus on each year. As this is our first 

year, one of our objectives is to grow our membership and raise awareness of what we do. After 

developing our brand identity and launching our website, we held our official launch event in March 

2018, focussing on parental support, and followed it up with a summer fun day especially for kids 

with SEND and their families. We’re pretty active on Facebook and Twitter if you’re so inclined! 

In addition, this Christmas, we are proudly sponsoring two local support groups with their 

Christmas Events: 

North Additional Needs Group and Safe Space are joining forces to host a party for parents and 

carers at Hatchford Brook Golf Centre on Friday 23rd November from 7:30pm. The cost of a ticket 

remains at £10. This includes a buffet and disco. There will also be a raffle with the chance to win 

some amazing prizes. 

We will also be at the North Solihull Additional Needs Support Group Christmas party. This is a 

Christmas Craft event with a sensory friendly Santa Grotto and a Special Guest, on 8th Dec, 4pm-

6pm at Kingshurst Evangelical Church. *TICKETS LIMITED - BOOKING ESSENTIAL* 

We will be available at both events to chat if you would like to find out more about our aims. For 

further information or to purchase tickets, please contact Sajida Golby / Lisa Nicholls / Nikki 

Burden (North Solihull Additional Needs Group) or Emma Bowden / Gina Winwood (Safe Space) via 

their group facebook pages. 

  

 

https://www.solihullpcf.org/
https://www.facebook.com/solihullpcf/
https://twitter.com/solihullpcf
https://www.facebook.com/North-Solihull-Additional-Needs-Support-Group-Page-136134400382184/
https://www.facebook.com/safespacesolihull/
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LADIES IN RED 

In order to reach out to parents in a 

relaxed and informal way we are now 

running our new ‘Ladies in Red’ drop-

in mornings!  

We aim for these to be held on the 

first and third Fridays of each month 

during term time.  

You’ll find us in the Family Renewal 

Centre Café from 9.30-11.30. Tea and 

coffee will be provided so please do 

join us for a chat about what’s going 

on in our world and yours! 

NB: These events will be confirmed on Facebook so please check first to ensure each session is 

running. Alternatively email solihullpcf@gmail.com 

INTERESTED IN FINDING OUT MORE? 

If you are a parent or carer of a child or 

young person (aged 0-25) with additional 

needs who lives in Solihull and/or whose 

child uses Solihull Education, Health or 

Social Care Services you can become a 

member of the forum!  

Once you join you’ll receive updates about 

our activities as well as opportunities to 

participate, such as being involved in 

consultations and research projects!  

However much or little you choose to get 

involved you will be helping to make a 

difference to the services that matter so 

much to our children. 

So please add your voice to that of others’. The more people we represent, the more our joint voice 

will be heard by decision makers in our area.  

You can find us on facebook, twitter and on the web at solihullpcf.org.  Please check out our pages 

to find out more about what we do and why we do it. Click below to join today and spread the word 

to others! 

    

 

Thank-you for reading! And don’t forget, you can sign up to receive 

updates at www.solihullpcf.org/join-us 

mailto:solihullpcf@gmail.com
http://www.solihullpcf.org/join-us

