
 Tuesday comprehension 06.07.20 

 

You should have heard the Hamelin people 

Ringing the bells till they rocked the steeple 

“Go,” cried the Mayor, “and get long poles, 

Poke out the nests and block up the holes!  

 

1. What does this verse mean? Is it: 
a) The people played rock music in the church and 

the Mayor told them to find birds’ nests and 

destroy them.   Or: 

b) The people rang the church bells to tell everyone 

that the rats had gone and the Mayor told them 

to destroy the rats’ nests and holes. 
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Consult with carpenters and builders, 

And leave in our town not even a trace 

Of the rats!” – when suddenly up the face 

Of the Piper perked in the market-place, 

With a, “First, if you please, my thousand guilders!”  

 

2. What does this verse mean? Is it: 
a) All the carpenters and builders left Hamelin town 

when they saw the Pied Piper’s perky face.  Or: 

b) The Mayor wanted the carpenters and builders to 

make sure there was no sign of the rats. Just then 

the Pied Piper appeared; he had come to get his 

money. 
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“Besides,” quoth the Mayor with a knowing wink, 

“Our business was done at the river’s brink; 

We saw with our eyes the vermin sink, 

And what’s dead can’t come to life, 

I think. But as for the guilders, what we spoke 

Of them, as you very well know, was in joke.” 

3. What does ‘with a knowing wink’ mean? 
4. Can you find any old words in the lines above? Write 

them down. What do you think they mean? 
5. Find and copy one word which means ‘the edge or top 

of a steep place or of land bordering water’. 
6. What does ‘vermin’ mean? 
7. Do you think the Mayor is going to pay the Pied 

Piper?  
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ANSWERS 
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3 
 
 

If someone says something with a knowing wink, 
it means they are having a joke with you. 

4 Quoth means ‘quoted’ or ‘said’; guilders are 
gold or silver coins, that were used in the 
Netherlands, Germany and Austria. 

5 
 
 

brink 

6 
 
 

Vermin means pests or nuisance animals which 
destroy crops and may spread diseases. 

7 Knowing what we do about the Mayor, it does 
not seem likely that he will keep his promise to 
pay the Piper.  

 


