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Thursday Comprehension   LO. To recognise organisational features of non-fiction texts. 
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1a. What is the title of the book that the page is taken from? 

b. Without simply repeating the title of the chapter, what is the page about?  

c. What does this book have in common with the one used in Tuesday’s comprehension? 

 

2. How does this page differ in organisation and presentation from the Tuesday’s book? 

 

3. What is the purpose of (i) the labelled pictures) and (ii) the Look Out For These section? 

 

4. Imagine you have been asked to re-organise the page. Think of a suitable heading for 

each paragraph. For instance, the first paragraph could be called ‘The Importance of 

Farming’. 

 

5. Explain what you like or don’t like about the layout of the page. 

 

6. List some of the ways that non-fiction boks differ from fiction books. You could put your 

answers in a table to help you compare them easily. Think about the way they are 

presented, what they are about, the language features, the verb tenses. 

 

ANSWERS ON NEXT PAGE 
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Answers: 

1.a.Spotlights – The Egyptians (by Neil Grant) – see bottom of page. 

b. The types of crops grown and animals kept by farmers in Ancient Egypt, and the tools and equipment they used 

c. Both books contain information about life in ancient Egypt. [answers must mention information/non-fiction as well as ancient Egypt] 

2. The main part of the text is not split up into sections with subheadings; also this text includes labelled diagrams with additional informationwhereas the pictures in 

the other text did not contain extra information. 

3. i.The purpose of the labelled pictures is to show the reader how equipment was used, and give an idea of the clothing and roles of different members of society. 

ii. The Look out for these section gives information on things that might be seen in the pictures but not labelled. 

4. Examples:  

Para 1. The Importance of Farming. 

Para 2. Crops and Livestock/farm animals 

Para 3. Jobs During the Flood Season 

5. Child’s own response. Must be based on this text. 

6.  

Non-Fiction Fiction 

Presentation – sections of writing, usually with headings and subheadings,  
diagrams, often in order of importance 

Presentation – usually written as paragraphs of text, often in broadly 
chronological order 

Contains information about a particular topic A made-up story although parts of it may be true 

More formal language, usually 3rd person, includes technical terms Narrator may be 1st or 3rd person, formal or informal, characters use direct 
speech 

Mainly present tense unless writing about historical information Mainly past tense although some stories are written in present tense 

 

 


